
Help Available for Property 
Tax/Rent Rebate Program
Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program application forms for the 
2015 tax year are now available at my office – and my staff is 
ready to help you file yours for free!

The program provides a state rebate of up to $650 on 2015 
property taxes or rent to income-eligible residents who are 65 
or older; widows and widowers 50 or older; and people with 
disabilities 18 or older. 

To be eligible, your household income must be $35,000 or 
less if you are a homeowner, or $15,000 or less if you are a 
renter. When applying, you only have to count half of your 
Social Security or federal railroad Tier I retirement benefits 
toward your total income.

You can obtain information about the program, an application 
and help applying through my office. 

Applications for Children’s 
Health Insurance Program at 
My Office
My office can help get your child enrolled in the state’s health 
program, CHIP. 

It covers immunizations, wellness checkups, prescriptions, 
dental, vision, hearing services, diagnostic testing, emergency 
care, mental health care and hospitalization, substance abuse 
rehabilitation, and other services. 

CHIP coverage is available to any child in Pennsylvania 
whose family earns too much to qualify for Medicaid, but can’t 
afford to purchase private insurance or isn’t covered by an 
employer.

For an average four-person family, CHIP is free if the 
household income is less than $50,440, low cost if the 
household income is between $50,440 and $76,145, or full 
cost if the household income exceeds $76,145. Premiums 
vary, depending on the carrier.

To find out more about CHIP or to enroll your child, contact my 
office at 610-791-6270.

Reaching Out to Our Veterans
I would like to remind everyone that if you are a veteran, or 
someone you know is, I invite you or them to come and meet 
with a representative from the American Legion in my office.

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the fourth Wednesday of every month, 
the representative can meet and assist veterans with their 
benefits. 

The brave men and women who have served or who are 
serving in our military deserve full access to state and federal 
benefits, and that is the aim of this special outreach.

An appointment is required, so please call my office at 610-
791-6270. 

Get Assistance with Health 
Care-Related Programs
I sponsor an APPRISE counselor in my office to assist seniors 
with questions about Medicare and other health care-related 
programs. 

The volunteer benefits counselor is available to meet with you 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the third Tuesday of every month. 

The APPRISE counselor can help you with Medicare 
enrollment, Part A and Part B, prescription drug plans, 
Medicare Advantage plans and other health insurance. 
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A Message from  
Rep. Schweyer
It truly is an honor to serve you and our 
community as your state representative; 
thank you for that opportunity. I have 
worked as hard as I can to serve you 
to the best of my ability, in a manner 
consistent with the values we share as 
residents of Allentown. 

2015 was a very successful first year as 
your state representative. My office has 
helped thousands of constituents apply 
for senior and veterans’ benefits, reduce 
PennDOT’s red tape, and acquire birth 
and death certificates. 

Locally, we have been fortunate to see 
some meaningful job growth in Allentown 
and throughout the Lehigh Valley. New 
companies have either sprung up or 
relocated here, providing employment 
to thousands of residents. We have 
also seen some major improvements 
to our community like the opening of 
the American Parkway Bridge and the 
continued work on the Albertus Meyers 
Bridge (a.k.a. 8th Street Bridge). 

It’s been a different story in Harrisburg. 
As of this writing, Pennsylvania is 
still without a real budget, one that: 
1) balances the budget using honest 
practices and real numbers; 2) restores 
the education cuts made by the previous 
administration; and 3) invests in working 
and middle-class Pennsylvanians. 

We also have yet to take up important 
issues like increasing the minimum 
wage, making college more affordable, 
investing in Pre-K and making gas 
drillers pay their fair share. Gov. Tom 
Wolf presented his 2016-17 budget 
proposal Feb. 9, and hearings are 
planned over the next several weeks. 
You have my word that during these 
negotiations, I will fight for our city, our 
school district and our community’s 
needs. 

In the meantime, please remember that 
my office is located at 1912 S. Fourth 
St. in South Allentown; our office hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Stop by anytime if my staff or I 
can be of assistance. 

Feb. 24 • 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
You will get a call at 7 – just answer it and take part!

You can ask questions or just listen to the discussion. You also can participate 
in interactive polls using your phone.

Want to get your questions in early?  
Just email townhall@pahouse.net. And remember to call my 

district office to make sure you get on the list. 

JOIN ME FOR MY TELE-TOWN HALL

FIGHTING TO BRING BACK THE 
CIVIL SERVICE TESTING CENTER
It should be as easy as possible for qualified Lehigh Valley residents to apply for 
and receive family-sustaining, public-sector jobs. The best way to receive a state 
job is to visit a local State Civil Service Commission office. There, one can search 
for vacant positions and take the requisite civil service test. 

For years, Allentown residents enjoyed the convenience of a civil service office 
located here in town. But although our Civil Service office remained one of the 
busiest in Pennsylvania, it was closed a few years ago. As a result, Lehigh Valley 
residents have to travel to Harrisburg, Scranton or Philadelphia to take the exams.

I have been working with a bipartisan group of local elected officials fighting 
to reopen this much-needed resource. We shouldn’t force people looking to 
become PennDOT employees, clerks at a Pennsylvania wine and spirits store, 
social workers or fish and game officers to travel 90 minutes to two hours just to 
complete a test. 

It is past time to reopen this busy center and make it easier for the hardworking 
and talented people of the Lehigh Valley to find rewarding employment with the 
commonwealth. 

My office is here to help

Inside:
 House passes Schweyer 

bill for fairness in PT/RR 
Program eligibility

 Schweyer fights to reopen 
Allentown Civil Service 
Testing Center

 Allentown’s 911 Call Center 
remains independent for now

 Push for adequate and equitable education funding: The Allentown School 
District lost over 400 teachers due to budget cuts in the last four years. 
This disturbing trend has to stop. I am committed to reversing those 
budget cuts and investing in our children.

 Dream Act Legislation: Every child in Pennsylvania who graduates from 
a high school in our state should be able to go to a good college and be 
able to afford it. Smart, talented and hardworking students should have the 
same opportunity of advancement that I had as a working-class kid who 
was able to attend Penn State.

 Property Tax Relief: Older adults and our working-class families have 
been struggling with the burden of property taxes. Pennsylvania needs 
to provide a means to lower property taxes so folks can remain in their 
homes.

 Minimum Wage Increase: The middle class in the Lehigh Valley continues 
to shrink. Pennsylvania is long past due in raising our minimum wage. I 
will continue to fight to support a minimum wage increase that provides 
families with sustainable wages.

Goals for 2016

Rep. Schweyer talks to students from Lehigh 
Parkway Elementary about civics at the 
Liberty Bell Museum. 



Legislative Update

FAIRNESS IN PROPERTY 
TAX/RENT REBATE 
PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY
I am pleased to report that the House of Representatives passed 
my bill that would allow additional retirees to qualify for the popular 
Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program.

House Bill 1162 would add those individuals who collect federal 
civil service retirement benefits to the list of those who can deduct 
50 percent of their income for the purpose of determining eligibility 
for the senior citizens’ Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program. 

This matter was brought to my attention by a constituent who is 
a retired postal worker and, like railroad retirees, is not eligible 
for Social Security as a federal civil service retiree. If his pension 
were actually Social Security, he could calculate his income at 
50 percent and he would be eligible for the Property Tax/Rent 
Rebate Program. However, since the constituent is required to 
calculate his income at 100 percent, he is presently ineligible for 
the program.

Currently, H.B. 1162 is in the Senate for consideration. 

ALLENTOWN CONTINUES 
TO HAVE INDEPENDENT 
911 CALL CENTER 
Public safety is the most important service our government 
provides to our community. We rely on our first responders to 
be our heroes during our time of need; those men and women 
never disappoint. 

Before a police officer, firefighter or a paramedic can respond 
to a crisis, a trained professional must answer the 911 call and 
assess the situation. Allentown is fortunate enough to have 
our own 911 Call Center. Because of this, Allentown’s first 
responders report to an emergency much faster than most 
places in Pennsylvania. 

But our call center was under a very real threat to close because 
of a misguided and uninformed proposal in Harrisburg. I led a 
bipartisan group of legislators from the Lehigh Valley to restore this 
funding. Together with the strong support of state Sen. Pat Browne, 
we were able to save Allentown’s 911 Call Center.

Public safety must never become a victim of partisan politics 
or political ideology. I am very proud of my leadership role in 
saving our center. If you ever need to dial 911, you should feel 

EXAMINING THE 
LEHIGH VALLEY’S 
AND PENNSYLVANIA’S 
JOB MARKETS

Rep. Schweyer, along with Rep. Mike Sturla, co-
chairs a policy hearing at Allentown Economic 
Development Corp. on creating a competitive job 
market.

In March, I co-chaired a hearing in Allentown with 
state Rep. Mike Sturla, chairman of the Democratic 
House Policy Committee, which focused on 
creating a competitive job market, particularly in 
manufacturing.

The hearing was held at Bridgeworks Enterprise 
Center on South 10th St. This is a former Mack 
Trucks assembly plant that has been transformed 
into a highly successful, manufacturing-focused 
business incubator. 

We heard a lot of great insight from state and 
local leaders in business and labor. Those who 
gave testimony represented the Pennsylvania 
Department of Labor and Industry, TerraGroup 
Corp., Zzyzx Polymers, Lehigh Valley Workforce 
Investment Board, Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber 
of Commerce and UAW Local 677.

MILITARY SUICIDE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION

Reps. Schweyer and Mike Schlossberg, 
along with members of VFW Post 
2124 in Allentown and officials from 
One Fight Foundation, Hope for 
Veterans, Treatment Trends and Lehigh 
Valley Military Affair Council hold a 
news conference on military suicide 
prevention and awareness.

A recent study by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs found that our service 
men and women are at a greater risk of suicide than civilians. These men and 
women risked their lives to defend our freedom and our country, and they deserve 
the absolute best mental health care our community and nation can provide. 

I was thrilled that the House of Representatives unanimously adopted my 
resolution declaring September 2015 “Military Suicide Prevention and Awareness 
Month.”

In October, officials from the Lehigh Valley Military Affairs Council, Hope for 
Veterans and the One Fight Foundation joined state Rep. Mike Schlossberg and 
me at VFW Post 2124 in Allentown for a news conference to bring awareness to 
this important and very real issue.

We are fortunate here in the Lehigh Valley to have organizations such as these 
to provide support for our returning service men and women. But everyone must 
play a role in helping our veterans return to civilian life. 

Getting the Lehigh Valley Back to Work

Rep. Schweyer speaks with a potential 
applicant during his public sector job fair.

I, along with state Rep. Mike Schlossberg, gave people an opportunity to learn 
about potential public sector job opportunities available in the Lehigh Valley.

We held our job fair at the Allentown YMCA-YWCA in October and brought 
representatives from local and state agencies together to speak with potential 
employees. Some of the agencies on hand included LANTA, the Civil Service 
Commission, City of Allentown, Allentown Police Department, Allentown Fire 
Department, Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission, Pennsylvania National Guard, 
Pennsylvania State Police, Allentown School District, YMCA, Lehigh Valley 
Workforce Investment Board, Lehigh County Housing Authority, Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation and Allentown Public Library.

Helping Kids Get Ready for School

Rep. Schweyer speaks to a young 
girl during the Healthy Kids…Back 
to School event at Sacred Heart 
Hospital in Allentown.

In August, I had a chance to join community organizations and Sacred Heart Hospital 
at the hospital’s Sigal Center for Family Medicine for its fourth annual Healthy Kids…
Back to School event.

It was a great opportunity to connect with the kids and their parents while they 
received information on how to stay healthy with exercise and eating right. Sacred 
Heart distributed more than 600 backpacks and vouchers for a free school uniform 
polo shirt to children.

Getting Students & Teachers the Tools to Succeed 
Many times, it’s a challenge for parents to purchase the tools their children need to 
go to school. Teachers also may have difficulties reaching into their own pockets to 
buy supplies to help their classroom thrive.

To help keep students and teachers well-equipped, I am holding an ongoing school 
supply drive in my office. Needed items include: one-subject spiral notebooks, 
pocket folders, copy paper, pens and pencils, markers, crayons, color pencils, hand 
sanitizer, paper clips, glue sticks and scissors. 

You can drop off your donations between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at 1912 S. Fourth St., Allentown. 

Keeping Your 
Children Safe

A technician takes down a 
parent’s information during Rep. 
Schweyer’s car seat safety check 
in Allentown.

Over the summer, I partnered with 
Safe Kids Allentown-Bethlehem-
Easton and the Allentown Health 
Bureau for a free child car seat 
safety check. Technicians from both 
local organizations were on hand 
to ensure children’s car seats were 
properly secured. 

As a father of two, I know the 
importance of protecting our 
children by buckling them up the 
right way every time before hitting 
the road. 

comfortable knowing that an Allentown employee will be 
there to answer your call and dispatch the appropriate first 
responders to your crisis. 

Connecting with you and your neighbors

Connecting our Seniors to State Programs
I co-hosted my inaugural senior fair last spring 
with state Reps. Mike Schlossberg and Steve 
Samuelson. It gave us an opportunity to provide 
helpful information on various local, state and 
federal programs to as many seniors as possible 
who live in our three districts in the Lehigh Valley.

In addition to information on programs, attendees 
were able to partake in health and wellness 
screenings and light refreshments. We had a 
fantastic turnout and met so many great people. 
I am looking forward to our next senior fair this 
year!

Rep. Schweyer speaks with a constituent during the senior fair. 

Reps. Schlossberg, Samuelson and Schweyer pose for a photo during 
their senior fair.
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Help Available for Property 
Tax/Rent Rebate Program
Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program application forms for the 
2015 tax year are now available at my office – and my staff is 
ready to help you file yours for free!

The program provides a state rebate of up to $650 on 2015 
property taxes or rent to income-eligible residents who are 65 
or older; widows and widowers 50 or older; and people with 
disabilities 18 or older. 

To be eligible, your household income must be $35,000 or 
less if you are a homeowner, or $15,000 or less if you are a 
renter. When applying, you only have to count half of your 
Social Security or federal railroad Tier I retirement benefits 
toward your total income.

You can obtain information about the program, an application 
and help applying through my office. 

Applications for Children’s 
Health Insurance Program at 
My Office
My office can help get your child enrolled in the state’s health 
program, CHIP. 

It covers immunizations, wellness checkups, prescriptions, 
dental, vision, hearing services, diagnostic testing, emergency 
care, mental health care and hospitalization, substance abuse 
rehabilitation, and other services. 

CHIP coverage is available to any child in Pennsylvania 
whose family earns too much to qualify for Medicaid, but can’t 
afford to purchase private insurance or isn’t covered by an 
employer.

For an average four-person family, CHIP is free if the 
household income is less than $50,440, low cost if the 
household income is between $50,440 and $76,145, or full 
cost if the household income exceeds $76,145. Premiums 
vary, depending on the carrier.

To find out more about CHIP or to enroll your child, contact my 
office at 610-791-6270.

Reaching Out to Our Veterans
I would like to remind everyone that if you are a veteran, or 
someone you know is, I invite you or them to come and meet 
with a representative from the American Legion in my office.

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the fourth Wednesday of every month, 
the representative can meet and assist veterans with their 
benefits. 

The brave men and women who have served or who are 
serving in our military deserve full access to state and federal 
benefits, and that is the aim of this special outreach.

An appointment is required, so please call my office at 610-
791-6270. 

Get Assistance with Health 
Care-Related Programs
I sponsor an APPRISE counselor in my office to assist seniors 
with questions about Medicare and other health care-related 
programs. 

The volunteer benefits counselor is available to meet with you 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the third Tuesday of every month. 

The APPRISE counselor can help you with Medicare 
enrollment, Part A and Part B, prescription drug plans, 
Medicare Advantage plans and other health insurance. 
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and talented people of the Lehigh Valley to find rewarding employment with the 
commonwealth. 

My office is here to help

Inside:
 House passes Schweyer 

bill for fairness in PT/RR 
Program eligibility

 Schweyer fights to reopen 
Allentown Civil Service 
Testing Center

 Allentown’s 911 Call Center 
remains independent for now

 Push for adequate and equitable education funding: The Allentown School 
District lost over 400 teachers due to budget cuts in the last four years. 
This disturbing trend has to stop. I am committed to reversing those 
budget cuts and investing in our children.

 Dream Act Legislation: Every child in Pennsylvania who graduates from 
a high school in our state should be able to go to a good college and be 
able to afford it. Smart, talented and hardworking students should have the 
same opportunity of advancement that I had as a working-class kid who 
was able to attend Penn State.

 Property Tax Relief: Older adults and our working-class families have 
been struggling with the burden of property taxes. Pennsylvania needs 
to provide a means to lower property taxes so folks can remain in their 
homes.

 Minimum Wage Increase: The middle class in the Lehigh Valley continues 
to shrink. Pennsylvania is long past due in raising our minimum wage. I 
will continue to fight to support a minimum wage increase that provides 
families with sustainable wages.

Goals for 2016

Rep. Schweyer talks to students from Lehigh 
Parkway Elementary about civics at the 
Liberty Bell Museum. 


